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Largemouth bass can be caught all year in a
variety of habitats. Anglers focus on the tidal section
and warmer backwaters in winter, then shift focus
upriver as the weather warms in spring to oxbow
lakes and shallow areas off the main river.
Owverhanging willows, fallen trees, and rocks are
locations frequented by largemouth bass. Live
shiners, jigs, soft plastics, spinner baits, and minnow
imitations are popular and effective methods of
catching bass on the Altamaha. Along the river
channel, lures should be presented as close to cover
as possible or just upsiream and allowed to drift
back to the target before retrieving.

Biuegill and Redear sunfish (shellcracker) fishing
usually picks up in April and continues throughout
the summer. Most anglers fishing for these tasty
panfish focus on oxbow lakes, but both species also
occur in backwaters and eddies along the main river.
Fishing for bluegill and redear requires similar
presentations to redbreast, but they are usually
found in slower waters.

Channel catfish and white catfish are caught on
the bottom with a variety of natural baits during the
day and near brush in shallow water adjacent to
deeper pools at sunrise, dusk and night.

Bottom Rig for catfish - Use a natural bait and fish
deep eddies on outsides of bends and on edges of
sandbars.
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1 oz. egg sinker ‘BB"spiitshot sinker  1/0 hook

Redbreast sunfish are popular targets in the late
spring and summer on the Altamaha. Fishing peaks
from April to June and depends on water level.
Redbreast prefer deep holes, but can be found
anywhere there is moving water and cover. Anglers
use live crickets and worms fished under a bobber as
well as arificial lures. Small beetle spins, in-line
spinners, and popping bugs presented by fly rod all
entice strikes from feisty redbreast. These methods
also work for longear sunfish, a non-native inhabitant
of the Altamaha River which resemble redbreast but
are distinguished by a white margin around the earflap.

Mullet fishing can be fantastic in summer on the
Altamaha. These fish swim up from the coastal waters
to feed along the sandbars that line the river. Anglers
often wade in the water along a sandbar, and use a
cane pole to dangle a red wiggler from a tiny hook
placed next to a chum bag to catch mullet from the
schools as they swim by.

The non-native flathead catfish is a very popular target for anglers
on the Altamaha due to it's large size and high quality taste. When
fiching for flatheads, live bait is a must, with Louisiana pink worms,
stiners and bream as some of the most popular baits. Sport tackle
with a minimum 30 pound test line can be fishedin deep holes during
thz day for flatheads, but limb-fines and troflines fished at night are
thamost popular duetothe noctumal behaviour of thesefish.

Floating Rig - Flip a cricket or red wiggler undemeath
limbs in slow water along channel and in oxbow lakes

to catch a variety of panfish.
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TThe _Altamoha River fiows from the merging of the
Ocmulgee and Oconee rivers, forming the largest
free-flowing stream in Georgia. Once a major
thoroughfare for steam-boat traffic, the Altamaha
now hosts a variety of sporting activities, ranging
from canoeing to boat and bank fishing, to pleasure
boating and tournament fishing. Its many public
access points provide boaters and fishermen an
easy avenue to almost the entire river. Fishermen
can find an abundance of freshwater fish species
including largemouth bass, redbreast sunfish,
bluegill, redear sunfish, crappie. channel catfish,
white catfish and flathead catfish (see fishing tips,
inside). The diversity of recreational opportunities
along with the natural beauty of this wide,
meandering river makes it a primary resource for
freshwater recreational activity in southeast Georgia.

BE AN ETHICAL ANGLER
Ethical anglers fish responsibly and consider the rights
of others. They portray a positive image and help
protect and conserve our natural resources. Be an
ethical angler. The future of fishing depends uponit.

[Z) Show courtesy to others, lend a
helping hand whenever possible,
and always ask permission before
fishing on private property.

E’!{ncw and obey fishing regulations. " 1 F

[ZF' Report violations and poliution.  (Turm in Poachers)

1-800-241-4113

[Z" Keep only the fish you can use and
release all others property so they
will survive. Some fish species are
endangered or threatened. z—,?-_.-

[Z Appreciate the environment by not ®

~ littering, dispose of fishing line e
properly, and leave a place % n
cleaner than when you found it.

[2f Passonthe tradition!

[} Don'ttransfer fish or plant species

~  between bodies of water. Non-
native species can adversely
affect existing populations.

Some images courtesy of
The Native Fish Consenancy
www. nalivefish.ong
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{1} Two-Way Fish Camp (hoist fee) “river mile 13*
{2) Champney River Landing “river mile 13*

{3) Darien River Landing *“river mile 13*

(4) Atamaha Fish Camp Landing “river mile 30"
(5) Fort Barringten Landing *river mile 34

{6} Williamsburg Landing *river mile 39"

{7) Paradise Park Landing (launch fee) *river mile 46*

(8) Johnston Station Landing *river mile 66*

[9) Jaycee's Landing “river mile 67*

(10) Oglethorpe Bluff Landing *river mile i
{11} Upper Wayne County Landing *river mile a3

(12) Carters Bight Landing “river mile 95

a Key to Numbered Boat Ramps

{13) J. E. Stanfield Landing “river mile 96"

{14) Tattnall County Landing (unusable at low water) *river mile 97*
(15) Eason's Bluff Landing *river mile 104*

{16) Davis Landing (launch fee) “river mile 108*
(17) Morris Landing “river mile 112*

(18) U. 5. Highway 1 Landing *river mile 117
(19) Deen's Landing “river mile 118"

(20) Gray's Landing “river mile 126*

(21) McHatt Falls Landing *river mile 129*

(22) Town Bluff Landing *river mile 135*

(23) GA 135 Landing *river mile 135"
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Guide to Camping

A Altamaha Fish Camp......ccerernme (912)264 2342
Facilities: Dock, fuel, ramp, overnight facilities,
bait, tackle, food.

B. Pye's Baitand Tackle.............c.ceoee (912)588-9222
Facilities: Dock, fuel, ramp, camping, bait, tackle, food.

C. Deen's Camp-grouru:l..................‘..;,...[912}35?-2945
Facilities: Camping, adjacent ramp.

D. Falling Rocks Campground............. (912)367-7731

hitp-ibaxiey org/15/documents/27249. pdf

E. Towns Bluff Park ......cccoeneanns
www. townsbluff.com
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