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The Ordinary Iconic Ranch House is about the mid-20th-century Ranch House in Georgia.  It 
is presented in six parts. 
 
Part IV (this part) introduces the Georgia Ranch House and provides an overview of the 
state’s historic Ranch Houses. 
 
Other parts of The Ordinary Iconic Ranch House tell other parts of the Ranch House story. 
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Now that we’ve seen the national picture, 
let’s take a look at the mid-20th-century 
Ranch House in Georgia. 
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It's going to be somewhat of a long  look, 
because Georgia has a lot of Ranch Houses. 
  
Look at the variety of Ranch Houses in just 
one small community! 
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The Ranch House first appeared in Georgia 
at a very early date in ranch-house history:  
in the mid-1930s, with the construction of 
this house in Fort Valley by a family who 
had recently visited southern California. 
  
Its stuccoed walls, hacienda detailing, and 
angled back porch, shaping a rear 
courtyard, reflect the new Ranch House 
ideas being promoted at the time in 
California by Cliff May. 
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The angled back porch and courtyard were 
clearly inspired by Cliff May's 1930s 
California estate Ranch Houses.  May's 
houses were much larger, but the overall 
effect is much the same. 
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Other early Georgia Ranch Houses 
appeared in Atlanta in the early 1940s: 
  
This rustic red-brick Ranch House on a 
hilltop was designed by Atlanta architect 
David Cuttino, a Georgia Tech graduate, and 
built in 1941 for a client who must have 
been reading Sunset magazine. 
  
Its “L” shape frames a half-courtyard to the  
rear … 
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seen more clearly in these views from the 
back and from above. 
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This house may have been the first Ranch 
House in the Atlanta metropolitan area. 
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It was soon joined by this early version of 
the “rambling” Ranch House in nearby 
Lenox Park. 
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At about the same time, down in south 
Georgia, this early Ranch House was built in 
Cordele ... 
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and up in Rome, this 1941 flat-roofed Ranch 
House was clearly modeled after Frank 
Lloyd Wright's "Usonian" houses. 
 
 
 



 12 

 

In 1942, Macon architect Ellamae Ellis 
League designed this house, possibly 
inspired by Cliff May's California houses, 
and believed to be the first Ranch House in 
Macon. 
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Right after WWII, a wide variety of Ranch 
Houses appeared all across the state … 
  
including this large 1945 Ranch House in 
Atlanta with its linear form and cluster of 
rooms at one end ... 
 
also designed by David Cuttino and located 
right across Lenox Road from his earlier 
Ranch House ... 
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and this somewhat smaller “truncated 
courtyard” Ranch House in Decatur. 
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This sprawling stone-veneered Ranch House 
on Briarclff Road in DeKalb County was built 
in 1946 … 
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as was this stone-veneered house in  
Macon … 
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with its covered patio and 3-car carport! 
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Also in 1946, this Ranch House designed by 
Georgia Tech architect W. Montgomery 
Anderson was published in The Book of 
Houses.  Its location is unknown. 
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A year later, another Atlanta architect, 
James Wilkinson, newly named partner in 
the firm of Stevens & Wilkinson, designed 
this avant-garde house as his residence.  Its 
inverted gable roof, or “butterfly” roof, was 
at the forefront of house design nationally.  
The house, unfortunately, has been 
demolished. 
 
 



 20 

 

Also in 1947, back in Macon, this very 
modern front-courtyard Ranch House was 
built … 
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with window-walls opening onto a 
landscaped back yard. 
 
 
 



 22 

 

That same year, in the same Macon 
neighborhood, this over-the-top 
Contemporary-style Ranch House  
appeared … 
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and in the small southeast Georgia town of 
Douglas, this unusual California-inspired 
brick Ranch House was built. 
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More modest Ranch Houses also appeared 
in the late 1940s, like this compact Ranch 
House in DeKalb County with its wide steel-
sash "picture" window ... 
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and this plain-style Bungalow Ranch House 
in Savannah with its equally large steel-sash 
windows. 
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1948 - Gordonston

 

This 1948 house, in the Savannah suburb of 
Gordonston, has what must have been the 
largest picture window, steel sash or 
otherwise, on a conventional Ranch House 
in Georgia at the time. 
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1947 – Parkwood (“red brick”)

 

Heralding what would become the 
“signature” Ranch House in Georgia, the 
first of the seemingly plain “red-brick” 
Ranch Houses appeared in 1947 -- this one 
in the Parkwood neighborhood in Decatur. 
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Here’s another one, from a couple of years 
later, in the same neighborhood, with its 
long, low form, broad hipped roofs, wide 
eaves, big picture window, screened porch, 
and stone detailing around the front 
doorway -- 
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right out of the pages of a 1948 plan book 
published by the Home Builders Plan 
Service of Atlanta. 
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By 1949, the term “Ranch House” was being 
used by the Atlanta newspapers in their 
Sunday real estate sections to describe 
houses like these … 
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and the Atlanta Journal  noted that "a large 
percentage [of new homebuyers in Georgia] 
prefer the rambling type brick  house.” 
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In that same year the first Ranch House was 
built in Atlanta’s fashionable Buckhead 
neighborhood for the Kessler family. 
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By 1950 the classic “rambling” Ranch House 
began appearing in numbers all across the 
state. 
  
The "rambling" Ranch House has at least 
three distinct setbacks or offsets, giving it a 
distinct (some would say "disjointed") 
appearance. 
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Along with it came an all-time favorite 
Ranch House detail, the faux-vine metal 
porch post … 
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a contemporary interpretation, apparently, 
of the climbing vines on the porches of Cliff 
May’s 1930s rustic California Ranch Houses. 
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In 1950, the California Contemporary-style  
Ranch House appeared on the scene in a 
big way at the Golf View subdivision in 
Atlanta with its 16 houses designed by Bill 
Finch, a Georgia Tech-trained architect … 
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and in Macon, with this house designed by 
local architect Jean League Newton, 
recently graduated from the Harvard 
Graduate School of  Design. 
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This house is the first Ranch House in 
Georgia to be individually listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
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Also in 1950, and also in Macon, local 
architect Bernard Webb, a Georgia Tech 
graduate with recent experience in 
California, designed this shed-roofed 
Contemporary-style house for himself … 
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and, a year later, this rather free-form 
Contemporary-style Ranch House across 
town. 
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These early Ranch Houses in Georgia were 
followed by a period of experimentation, 
particularly with roof forms ... 
  
highlighted by design events like this 
apparent collision of a traditional gable roof 
and an avant-garde shed roof … 
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the inversion of the traditional gable roof 
into a “butterfly” roof … 
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the resurrection of the lowly shed roof, 
having earlier been referred to as a 
“chicken-coop” roof and now being called, 
more respectably, a “monopitch” roof … 
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and, borrowing a theme from Frank Lloyd 
Wright's Usonian houses, a few flat roofs ... 
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all "culminating," if you will, in the 
appearance in the mid-1950s of the earliest 
“Eichler” style contemporary Ranch Houses, 
in Savannah, with their distinctive broad 
front gable rooflines … 
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the result of a collaboration between a local 
builder, Clayton Powell, and a local 
architect, Ralph Thomas, promoting the 
latest national trends in ranch-house 
designs and construction.  
 
 

 47 

 

A number of their houses are in the 
Windsor Forest subdivision in the south 
part of the city. 
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Powell also adopted Eichler’s new 
construction methods including at-grade 
slab foundations and modular post-and-
beam framing. 
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By the early 1960s Eichler-style Ranch 
Houses had become popular statewide, 
showing up in the booming suburbs of the 
Atlanta metro area … 
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and in more conservatively growing areas 
such as Milledgeville … 
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as well as the new resort community on 
Jekyll Island.   
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But -- there were variations and contrary 
trends in ranch-house design … 
  
including rustic-style Ranch Houses, with 
board-and-batten siding and exposed rafter 
ends, in the spirit of William Wurster's 1928 
Gregory Farmhouse in California (which had 
been termed "sophisticated rusticity" by 
Sunset magazine at the time). 
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Here’s one clearly modeled after those 
1930s Southwestern “shacks and shanties” 
and “chicken coop” modern houses. 
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And the East Coast Colonial Revival-style 
Ranch House was popular throughout this 
period … 
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sometimes done rather expediently, with a 
portico simply pasted on the front … 
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and sometimes done with considerable 
attention to not only form but also 
proportions and details. 
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At its minimum, the Colonial Revival style 
could be marked by just a single porch 
column and six shutters. 
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A note of caution:  We are just now learning 
that some of these mid-century Colonial 
Revival-style "Ranch Houses" may not be 
Ranch Houses at all!  Although they are 
only one story high and relatively long and 
low, on the outside they display a strict 
symmetry which is not in keeping with the 
more informal, casual, and functional 
design of many Ranch Houses, and on the 
inside they may have a very structured floor 
plan with a formal front foyer, central 
hallway, and a hierarchy of enclosed rooms, 
all antithertical to the open floor plans of 
mid-century Ranch Houses.  In a sense, 
these houses could be considered as one-
story mid-century versions of the traditional 
two-story Georgia Revival house.  This 
would make them a very different, but 
important, mid-century house type, with a 
different provenance and a different design 
aesthetic.  Stay tuned for the latest 
information about what might be called the 
"Georgian Ranch." 
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But everywhere -- everywhere -- 
throughout the 1950s, the seemingly 
simple red-brick Ranch House dominated 
the scene in Georgia ... 
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appearing in a multitude of forms ... 
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and becoming, almost in spite of itself, a 
new and predominant "style" of Ranch 
House architecture. 
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All these design trends that we've seen so 
far continued through the 1960s.  The 
biggest difference is that the houses 
generally got bigger:  longer, and seemingly 
lower ... 
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sometimes really longer and lower … 
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reflecting increasing prosperity and rising 
expectations. 
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Here are some paired examples of the 
different types of Ranch Houses from this 
later decade (1960s). 
  
Each pair represents the two predominant 
architectural styles of the period:  the 
Colonial Revival (on the top) and the 
Contemporary (on the bottom). 
  
This pair represents the linear type of 
Ranch House ... 
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As does this pair, but with front "porticoes" 
for each style. 
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These two illustrate the popular the L-
shaped or half-courtyard Ranch House, 
both in red brick ... 
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and these two show how the courtyard 
type of Ranch House appeared in the 
1960s. 
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Some experimentation with roof forms also 
continued during this decade ... 
 
 
 

 70 

 

and continuing to make a strong showing 
throughout the 1960s was the signature 
"plain-style" red-brick Ranch House ... 
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again, in spite of itself, becoming a 
predominant “style” of Ranch House in 
Georgia. 
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And while "longer and lower" dominated 
the decade, it was not exclusive: 
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smaller Ranch Houses for homebuyers of 
more modest means continued to be built 
in large numbers. 
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Ranch Houses continued to be built in 
Georgia, as elsewhere, into the 1970s and 
beyond – indeed, they are still being built 
today. 
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But right around 1970, significance changes 
in the housing market were taking place, 
and the Ranch House, which had 
dominated the Georgia market for two 
decades, began to be superseded by other 
house types … 
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including the Split-Level House … 
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the Split-Foyer (or Bi-Level) House … 
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and the full Two-Story House. 
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The driving force behind these changes 
was, primarily, economics. 
 
For two reasons, the Ranch House was 
proving to be economically challenged, 
especially in the growing middle-class 
suburban markets:  costs of construction 
(foundations primarily), and costs of land 
(lot size). 
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Some examples will make the point: 
 
At the end of the 1960s, a 1,300 square-
foot Ranch House was, on average, 50 feet 
long, and required a lot at least 70 feet 
wide. 
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In contrast, a 50-foot-long Split-Level House 
provided 1,600 square feet on the same 
size lot; 
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a 50-foot-long Split-Foyer house could 
provide 1,900 square feet; 
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and a 50-foot-long Two-Story House could 
provide over 2,000 square feet. 
 
 
 
 

 84 

 

As a result, the Ranch House found itself 
increasingly economically disadvantaged on 
two counts:  construction costs, particularly 
for foundations, and lot size. 
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Another factor leading to the demise of the 
Ranch House in the early 1970s was the 
sudden appearance on the scene of a 
radically new and different-looking house 
that stole the show:  the Cedar-Sided 
Geometric House. 
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These new houses were inspired by a mid-
1960s condominium development on the 
California coast north of San Francisco 
known as "Sea Ranch." 
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They began showing up in popular plan 
books as early as 1974. 
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It didn’t take long for this geometrically 
bold architecture to make its way into the 
suburbs of Georgia – and in doing so, 
displacing the now-"traditional" Ranch 
House as THE house to have. 
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Snow scenes 62nd Street

 

In spreading across the state during the 
1950s and 1960s, the Ranch House in 
Georgia shaped a new post-war residential 
geography. 
  
The Ranch House knew no geographical 
boundaries: 
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It could exist by itself, in an isolated  
setting ... 
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and it insinuated its way onto vacant lots in 
established communities, like Avondale 
Estates. 
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But the biggest geographical impact of the 
Ranch House came in form of new 
subdivisions …   
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with rows of Ranch Houses following gently 
curving streets … 
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or sometimes simply lined up along an 
extension of a community’s earlier gridiron 
street plan … 
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perhaps with the houses at intersections 
set at angles for a new effect … 
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and everywhere appearing in numbers 
never seen before in the history of housing 
in Georgia. 
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To give them an identity, many of these new 
subdivisions sported distinctive signage at 
their entrances. 
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Northwoods

 

Joining these many subdivisions was the 
occasional “super”-subdivision: 
  
the entirely new planned suburban 
community. 
  
Northwoods, in Doraville, near the former 
General Motors assembly plant, is the 
earliest example in the state; development 
began in 1950 and continued into the early 
1960s. 
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Most of the 750 houses in this new 
community were Ranch Houses …  
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lots of Ranch Houses. 
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The earliest were the “plain” red-brick 
Ranch Houses. 
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Later houses were given a more 
Contemporary appearance to heighten 
their appeal and maximize their utility. 
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Northwoods also included “community” 
buildings including a school, churches, a 
shopping center, and a professional office 
building along with several neighborhood 
parks. 
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A second documented planned suburban 
community in Georgia is Embry Hills, 
located just southeast of Northwoods, in 
the northeast Atlanta metro area. 
 
Development began in the mid-1950s and 
continued into the 1970s. 
 
Like Northwoods, Embry Hills included retail 
stores and offices along with houses.  But 
Embry Hills also included a wider variety of 
houses along with apartment buildings. 
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In addition to Ranch Houses, Embry Hills 
included a large number of Split-Level 
Houses and a smaller number of Two-Story 
Houses. 
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Another suburban community, called 
Windsor Forest, was planned for Savannah 
in the mid-1950s.   
  
It got a lot of press including national notice 
in House & Home magazine. 
  
But it never got fully off the ground, in spite 
of its developers' best efforts, and it 
devolved into a collection of individual 
suburban residential subdivisions with a 
variety of Ranch Houses. 
 
Most mid-century suburbs in Georgia 
developed in a similar piecemeal or 
incremental manner. 
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Indeed, the typical mid-century Georgia 
Ranch House subdivision was generally 
small, ranging from a few to a few dozen 
houses … 
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although some ranged upwards of 100 
houses. 
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The larger suburban developments were 
usually platted and developed in phases, or 
"units"; this is a plat for Unit Seven of the 
Northwoods development in DeKalb 
County. 
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On the outskirts of metropolitan areas, 
Ranch Houses were built along country 
roads, between older residences and farms. 
  
A good example is Rockbridge Road in 
DeKalb County, near Stone Mountain … 
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where, in the 1950s, much of the vacant 
land between the older houses was filled in 
by individual Ranch Houses on relatively 
large lots. 
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In the rural parts of the state, Ranch Houses 
also appeared on farms … 
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Sometimes replacing older farmhouses in 
pre-existing agricultural complexes … 
 
 



 
118 

 

and sometimes being built alongside or in 
front of an older farmhouse. 
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Outside of Ashburn, this 1956 Ranch House, 
built of fashionable “Tennessee Crab 
Orchard” stone, was constructed on the site 
of the family's 19th century farmhouse ... 
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which was carefully moved across the road 
and occupied by yet another generation of 
the farm family! 
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In a few instances, new Ranch Houses were 
built as the homesteads for entirely new 
post-war farms … 
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complete with new concrete-block barns 
and outbuildings. 
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In this case, not to be outdone by its fancy-
pants California cousins, this 1940s 
farmhouse also included a patio with an 
outdoor BBQ and picnic tables. 
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However, there appears to be an interesting 
design twist to the Georgia Ranch House 
farmhouse:  While it generally features 
most of the prevailing design features in its 
overall form and front façade … 
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the back of the house may be devoid of the 
“inside-outside” features of its suburban 
cousins – for example, the absence of large 
picture windows or sliding glass doors 
opening out onto a formal patio. 
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This may be because farm families spent 
much of their time outdoors anyway and 
did not need or perhaps did not even want 
the merging of the indoors and outdoors 
that characterized Ranch Houses generally. 
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Also in rural areas, Ranch Houses appeared 
alongside older houses in small settlements 
called hamlets, many populated by several 
generations of African-American families. 
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So -- just like the famous 1950 Ford 
motorcar, and unlike any other type of 
house, the mid-century Ranch House was 
everywhere in Georgia:  in cities and towns, 
in suburbs, and out in the country.   
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This concludes Part IV of The Ordinary Iconic Ranch House.  The story of the Ranch House in 
Georgia continues with Part V, "Distinctive Aspects of the Ranch House in Georgia." 
 


