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 Ranch Houses in Georgia 

come in a wide variety ð as 

seen here in these pictures of 

Ranch Houses in just one 

small community.  
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 Their diversity is extreme -- 

more so than any other kind 

of historic house -- and 

sometimes perplexing.  

 

 

 



 4 

 

 And yet there are recurring 

patterns of outward 

appearances  and 

underlying forms . 
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 The outward appearances  

are indicative of different 

architectural styles  applied 

to Ranch Houses . 
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 The variations in the 

underlying forms  of Ranch 

Houses reveal different 

Ranch House types (or sub-

types).  
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 This presentation is about 

architectural styles.   (A 

complementary presenta tion 

discusses the various types of 

Ranch Houses in Georgia.)  
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 It builds upon the residential 

architectural styles first 

identified in the 1991 

Georgia's Living Places  

report.  

 

In that report, architectural 

style is defined in two ways : 
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 (1) the decoration or 

ornamentation  that has 

been put on a house in a 

systematic pattern or 

arrangement  to create a 

specific visual effect; and/or  

  

 



 

 

 (2) the overall design  of a 

house including proportions, 

scale, massing, symmetry or 

asymmetry, and the 

relationship among parts 

such as solids and voids or 

height, depth, and width.  
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 With this definition of 

architectural style in mind, 

letõs get our Ranch House 

identification kit and look at 

the different architectural 

styles found on Georgia's 

Ranch Houses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11A 

Colonial Revival

Rustic (Western)

Eichleresque

Contemporary

 

 Four architectural styles  

predominate:  

  

the Contemporary  (or 

"California" Contemporary),  

  

the Eichleresque  (or 

"Eichler"),  

  

the Rustic (or "Western"),  

  

and the Colonial Revival . 
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Plain 

(no academic style)

Spanish Colonial

Colonial Revival

Rustic (Western)

Eichleresque

Contemporary

Frank Lloyd Wright

 

 Also represented in small 

numbers is the Spanish 

Colonial Revival  style. 

  

Clearly evident  is the 

influence of Frank Lloyd 

Wright  in both overall design 

and details.  

  

And then there are the 

"plain" or òno academic 

styleó Ranch Houses ð Ranch 

Houses whose appearance is 

defined primarily by their 

sub-type plan -form and not 

by historical styles or a pplied 

ornamentation.  
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Plain (plainly styled)

 

 Because of its importance to 

the history of the Ranch 

House in Georgia, letõs start 

with this last one -- the Plain 

or plainly styled  Ranch 

House. 
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 It is best represented by what 

our office calls the òred-brick 

Ranch Houseó -- a plain, 

unadorned, red -brick house, 

relying on the architectural 

fundamentals of form, 

roofline, window and door 

openings, and wall 

treatments for effect.  
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 This is the most prevalent 

architectural style of Ranch 

House in Georgia.  

 

It's not so much a style in the 

historical sense of the word 

as it is a style in the modern 

mid -20th-century sense:   
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 The absence of historically 

derived forms and ornament, 

and the presence of 

functionally derived forms 

and features, straightforward 

construction and use of 

materials, and an exterior 

design that often reflects the 

interior arrangement of 

spaces and functions.  
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 As such, it has a very 

distinctive appearance ...  
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 Often visually striking in its 

bold simple forms.  
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 It is the style exemplified by 

the Georgia Ranch House 

designed by Atlanta 

architect Clement J. Ford 

and publicized nationally in 

the Better Homes & Gardens  

1952 Five Star Homes  

publication.  
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 This house was heralded as 

the epitome of what a 

middle -class Ranch House 

should be.  

  

In the editorsõ opinion, it 

òavoided the triteness of the 

Traditional as well as the 

starkness of the Modernó and 

presented a òfresh pleasing 

style of its own.ó 
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 Plain-style Ranch Houses 

were among the earliest 

Ranch Houses in Georgia.  

  

This Atlanta house, designed 

by local architect W. 

Montgomery Anderson, was 

published in the 1946 Book of 

Homes . 
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 And these Plain -style houses 

were featured in a 1948 plan 

book published by the Home 

Builders Plan Service in 

Atlanta.  
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 At this same time, this Plain -

style red -brick Ranch House 

was built on the outskirts of 

Decatur ...  
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 And this one was built on the 

southside of Savannah.  
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 Plain design is found on 

every sub -type of Ranch 

House in Georgia, from the 

linear é 
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 To the linear -with -clusters ... 
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 The courtyard ...  
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 And the rambler.  
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 It also is found on small 

Ranch Houses and big 

Ranch Houses alike.  
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 To adapt a phrase from an 

article about California 

Ranch Houses in a 1930 issue 

of Sunset magazine, many of 

these plainly styled Ranch 

Houses embody a 

"sophisticated simplicity" 

which made them well 

suited for the casual, 

unostentatious post -World 

War II family lifestyle.  
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 But here's something to keep 

in mind:  although the plain 

red -brick  Ranch House 

dominates this style in 

Georgia, the Plain style is not 

exclusively red brick.  
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 Here, the bricks on this Plain -

style house are a stone  

gray ...  
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 And here they are yellow.  

 

 

 



 33 

 

 Sometimes the Plain -style 

Ranch House  is not even 

brick, but stone -- in this case, 

locally quarried granite in 

DeKalb County ...  
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 And in this case, imported 

Tennessee Crab Orchard 

stone, more commonly used 

for decorative trim on Ranch 

Houses. 
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 But as a rule, the plainly 

styled Ranch House in 

Georgia is more often than 

not built of red brick ...  
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 And it is, without a doubt, the 

state's "signature" Ranch 

House style.  
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Contemporary

 

  

 38 

Contemporary

 

 The Contemporary style 

Ranch House has a 

distinctive appearance:  

abstracted, stripped down, 

to the very òessenceó of the 

Ranch House form and 

structure.   
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 It too is a seemingly simple 

style, all geometric planes 

and surfaces, with 

contrasting solids and voids, 

reflecting the essential 

design characteristics of the 

Ranch House é 
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 And done with an eye to 

overall scale and 

proportions, and often using 

substantial materials such as 

stone and redwood or cedar 

to add a warmth or richness.  
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 A hallmark of the 

Contemporary style is 

exposed structural e lements, 

especially roof beams in 

gable ends ð another result 

of òabstractingó the design 

of Ranch House to its 

essential components.  
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 Other hallmarks include wide 

overhanging eaves, metal -

sash awning -type windows,  

sliding glass doors 

(sometimes in multiples to 

create a window -wall), and 

fixed plate -glass windows of 

irregular shapes fitted into 

the gable ends of the house.  
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 Sometimes th e 

Contemporary style displays 

a  pronounced simplicity, in 

keeping with the 

fundamental nature of the 

Ranch House é 
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 While in other cases the 

basic elements of the style 

are juxtaposed, creating a 

dynamic effect.  
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 Rooflines are  often 

accentuated, and in some 

cases t ake  on unusual forms, 

like this triple -sloped front -

gable roof on a house in 

southwest Atlanta ...  
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 Or this offset shed or double -

monopitch roof in  

Columbus ...  
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 Or this unusual inverted 

gable or "butterfly" roof on a  

Jekyll Island resort house.  
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 Sometimes the bold 

simplicity of a 

Contemporary -style roof can 

obscure the underlying 

house sub -type, as is the 

case of this discreetly 

òramblingó Ranch House 

whose form is literally 

smothered by an all -

embracing front -gabled  

roof é 
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 Or this rambling Jekyll Island 

Ranch House covered by a 

dominant Contemporary -

style shed roof.  
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 But in other cases the bold 

nature of the Contemporary -

style roofline accentuates 

the underlying house form : 

  

Always dramatically, as in 

the case of this linear -with -

clusters sub -type of Ranch 

House where the cluster is 

amplified by a monopitch 

roof ...  
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 And sometimes with 

overstated architectural 

drama, as in this apparent 

collision of a contemporary 

shed roof and a more 

traditional gable roof.  
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 The Contemporary style has 

its roots in the experimental 

Ranch House architecture of 

the 1930s in the Southwest é 
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living

room

study
bedroom

bedroom

kitchen
dining

carport

 

 And in the mid -1930s 

òUsonianó houses of Frank 

Lloyd Wright.  
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 But for Ranch Houses the 

style really took off with Cliff 

Mayõs 1946 Western Ranch 

Houses, published by Sunset 

magazine, which was full of 

the new contemporary -style 

designs.  

  

Given their place of origin, 

these designs are often 

referred to as the "California 

Contemporary" style.  
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 The earliest known 

Contemporary -style Ranch 

House in Georgia was the 

1947 Wilkinson House, 

designed by James 

Wilkinson, a new  partner in 

the Atlanta architectural firm 

of Stevens & Wilkinson.  

  

No longer extant, the house 

featured a bold butterfly roof 

and  large expanses of glass.  
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 Other early extant examples 

of the Contemporary style, 

dating from 1950 and 

designed by Georgia Tech 

architect Bill Finch, are found 

in Atlanta's small Golf View 

subdivision.   

 

These  "California" 

Contemporary versions of 

the style feature wood posts 

and beams, weatherboard 

and board -and -batten 

siding, and selective use of 

brick; no historical details or 

motifs were applied.  
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 This 1950 California 

Contemporary -style Ranch 

House in Macon, designed 

by Jean League Newton, 

was featured in five national 

architectural magazines.  It 

was recently listed in the 

National Register of Historic 

Places.  

 

 

 


