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Purpose

Implementation of a new 
environmental process.

Gain understanding of what is 
required for the formal application.

Present trail project for easier and 
effective review from FHWA. 



Second-Level Application
Required Documents



Second-Level Application 
Portal



Applicant Information Project Overview



Project Documents Required

Resolution Proof of Ownership

GEPA 
Envrionmental 
Checklist 



Resolution

Adopted by the governing entity to 
authorize the following: 

• Submission of the full application.
• Commitment of funds to complete 

the proposed project.
• Commitment to the match of 

funds. 
• Acceptance of agreement terms. 



Ownership Documents

• Deed 
• Lease for 25 years and 

more.
• Easement Documents



GEPA Environmental Checklist

• Ensure to include project number and 
submit. 

• Address any concerns or explanation 
based on the guidelines. 

• The form and guidelines can be found 
on the website. https://gadnr.org/RTP

https://gadnr.org/RTP


Environmental Coordination 
Documents (Applicant & GADNR) 

US Fish & Wildlife Service Additional 
Information Needed



Project Location Map Examples (EPD & 
GDOT Reviews) 





Categorical Exclusion (CE Form)



Categorical Exclusion (CE Form)

Responsible parties: 

DNR, Applicant, and FHWA



Section I  Project Information

• Complete all information that 
identifies the project.

• Project description

• Project purpose.

• Funding Source

• Estimated Total Project Cost



Key Terms to Avoid in the Application and 
CE Form.



Section II Do any of  
the following apply to 
the project? 

Answer which, if any, of the following 
activities apply to your project. 



Section III Involvement With Resources

This section will 
describe coordination 

conducted with 
Resource Agencies and 
environmental impacts 

associated with the 
proposed project.



1. Water Resources

GDOT Environmental Procedures Guidebooks – Ecology
Permit Program under CWA Section 404  

https://www.dot.ga.gov/GDOT/pages/Ecology.aspx
https://www.dot.ga.gov/GDOT/pages/Ecology.aspx
https://www.dot.ga.gov/GDOT/pages/Ecology.aspx
https://www.epa.gov/cwa-404/permit-program-under-cwa-section-404


2. Wild and Scenic Rivers

• If there are no 
impacts check “No”

• If there are impacts 
contact GADNR for 
additional 
information and 
coordination. 

Chattooga River Map St. Mary’s River Map 

 

 
 



3. Threatened and Endangered Species 

Applicant must submit the following to 
WRD:
• Description of the project/scope of 

proposed activities
• Shapefile and detailed map
• Submit information to 

Nongame.Review@dnr.ga.gov

Subject field ”Recreational Trails 
Program” 

Applicant must include comments and 
suggestions if available to the 
comment section and what actions 
will be taken in the commitment 
section

mailto:Nongame.Review@dnr.ga.gov


WRD- Erosion 
Control 
Statement 



4. Cultural Resources

• Applicant must 
complete the HPD  
Environmental Form.

• GADNR will submit the 
Section 106 
documentation to HPD 
for review. 

• GADNR will complete 
and submit form to 
FHWA.

• FHWA will conduct 
coordination with 
Native American Tribes



5. Air Quality Impacts 

RTP projects will not result in any 
meaningful changes in traffic volumes, 
vehicle mix, location of the existing 
facility or any other factor that would 
cause an increase in emissions impacts 
relative to the no-build alternative 
pursuant to the Clean Air Act criteria 
for pollutants.  



6. Public Involvement

The project sponsor must ensure 
the general public:

• Early review of development 
and involvement.

• Description of the project to 
allow the public to share their 
views.

• 14 days for public comment 
period. 

• Share the Community’s impact 
on decisions regarding the 
project. 



7. Floodplains

To initiate the review submit the 
following information to GADNR:
• Project location map
• Brief project narrative

If coordination with LFA is required, 
the applicant will indicate the 
coordination in the CE Form.
Any required permit can be deferred 
until construction but shall be 
obtained before construction starts. 



7.  Floodplains

General Rules: 
1. Encroachment is not allowed on a designated floodway, unless it is demonstrated that the proposed 

encroachment would not result in an increase in flood levels during the occurrence of the 100-year base 
flood discharge. 

2.  An encroachment, on any area mapped on a flood insurance study as an area of special flood hazard 
(Zones A, A1-A30 and/or AE), will cause no more than a one-foot rise in the natural 100-year base water 
surface elevation. Note: The LFA may have more stringent criteria than the general rule for their specific 
purposes. 

Based on the Floodplain Encroachment Review, if it is determined that the project occurs within  
a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) then the following questions should be answered:
1. Does the LFA see any fundamental problems with the project? 
2. Does the LFA, and the local community, have a floodplain permit that will need to be obtained? If the local 

community requires a floodplain permit, then the applicant will be responsible for obtaining that permit 
during the more detailed design stages. (Some communities do not have an actual permit and will clear the 
project with a formal letter.) 



IV. Environmental Commitments Made and    
Resources to be Avoided. 

The project sponsor must 
complete and include any 
commitments including public 
involvement. 

• When will the commitment be 
completed? 

• Summary of the commitment.
• Responsible Party



V. Required Attachments 

• Include all required 
attachments. 

• Coordination with other 
agencies.

• Present attachments in 
PDF format. 



Application Portal Attachment Section

This section will label the the 
areas for response 
attachments from:
• Applicant
• GADNR



GADNR Accessibility Form

Ensure the form is updated with 
any changes or explanations to 
compliance to the ADA 
Accessibility requirement. 



Detailed Budget Form 

• Include all items depicted in 
the Cost estimate. 

• Describe units of measure 
and cost estimates. 

• Do not exceed the 15% 
requirement for design and 
engineering. 

• Budget cannot have 
contingencies. 



Implementation Schedule

• Outline the timeline of the 
project to include the 
following: 

•  Administrative bid for 
contracts. 

• Obtain materials and 
volunteer work

• Work on the ground
• Include estimated dates



VI. Approvals

Signatures are obtained by the 
responsible parties:
• Applicant
• GADNR Grants Supervisor 

after review of form and 
supporting documents. 

• FHWA Division Administrator 
after granting approval. 



DNR USE ONLY SECTIONS 

• This section is for GADNR to 
manage all reports, financial 
documentation and inspections 
after the project has been 
approved. 



Tips and Deadlines 
What happens after 

the application 
submission?



Successful Second-Level 
Application

• Get started on the environmental 
portion of the application first. 

• Follow the guidance given in the 
webinar. 

• Contact our office if you have 
questions or concerns. 

• Work on your application to complete 
it by the deadline. 

• After FHWA grants clearance you will 
be contacted for financial workshop 
and the project agreement 
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